[Therapeutic education for heart failure: a necessity in 2007].
Heart failure is a severe illness, marked with a still too high morbidity and mortality. Therapeutic education, fundamental for any chronic pathology, is taking a more and more important place in heart failure. Its value has been proved, and its importance in the multidisciplinary management of heart failure patients has been confirmed in terms of improving the prescription of medical treatment and allowing a better quality of life. France was late to recognise this technique, but the successful development of the I-CARE programme should contribute to improving both the quality of care for patients and the understanding of this pathology.